Clinically effective cancer care: working with families.
Families of those with cancer frequently report that their information and support needs are not being met to their satisfaction. Moreover there is evidence of prolonged stress and overt psychological morbidity within this group. Family nursing is suggested as a means by which nurses can assist families adapt to the stresses of supporting others with cancer, yet this has not been tested to any great extent. This paper offers a critical review of a selection of key studies where nursing has been shown to demonstrate positive health outcomes for families when a member has cancer.